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A NEWSLETTER .FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Engineering students, faculty to build 'green house' 
As energy costs increase, the effects on the 
basic budget for lower income families can be 
disastrous. This is an engineering challenge 
that Grand Valley's School of Engineering 
talces seriously as a neighbor on the West Side 
of Grand Rapids. 
That's why engineering students and faculty 
are joining forces with Westown Jubilee 
Housing and Heartland Builders to build an 
exceptionally energy efficient and environ-
mentally responsible house. 
The house, dubbed the Green House on 
Watson, will be certified under the U.S. Green 
Building Council's Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design for homes (LEED-
H) program. Grand Rapids is a pilot site for 
LEED-H and this will be one of the first 
homes certified under the pilot program. 
"We are definitely on the leading edge of 
something here," said Shirley Fleischmann, 
a professor in the Padnos College of 
Engineering and Computing. She's helping 
spearhead the project. "When you do the heat 
loss calculation for this house, it's less than 
half of what you would normally use to heat a 
Across Campus 
Tea and discussion 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Connie Dang, from the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs, pours tea March 15 
during the annual Women's Tea Party. 
The keynote speaker was Ingrid Scott-
Weekley, who discussed the Michigan 
Civil Rights Initiative. 
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Shirley Fleischmann, professor of engineer-
ing, and other faculty and students will build 
a 'green house' for a lower income family. 
house this size." A groundbrealcing ceremony 
at the house will be held on March 29 at 845 
Watson S.W. 
For more than 20 years Westown Jubilee 
Housing has provided an opportunity for fami-
lies that might not qualify for a conventional 
mortgage to purchase and own a home on the 
West Side through its homesteading program. 
Daniel and Melita Powell have been selected 
as homestead family No. 37. The couple 
has eight children. Melita is the director of 
the food pantry and a staff member of The 
Other Way Ministries, a sister organization 
to Westown Jubilee Housing and also a non-
profit community development organization. 
Her husband, Dan, works at a Grand Rapids 
YMCA and officiates at college basketball 
games. Her mother also lives with them. 
The utility costs will be very low, even with a 
large family living in it. The home will have 
nine-inch thick insulated concrete form walls 
and windows that beat Energy Star require-
ments by a third . Nu-Wool is donating insula-
tion to malce an attic with an insulation factor 
of R-50. The house will have Energy Star 
appliances, a high efficiency furnace, low-flow 
faucets and toilets to further reduce demand. 
The Green House will also capture energy 
from the sun. Solar panels on the roof will 
see 'Green' on page 3 
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Hispanic politicians 
highlight Cesar Chavez 
Week 
Two Texas brothers who are rising young 
political stars will highlight a week of events 
at Grand Valley to celebrate civil rights leader 
Cesar Chavez. 
Texas State Rep. Joaquin Castro and his twin 
brother Julian Castro, San Antonio council-
man, will spealc during a Cesar Chavez recep-
tion on Thursday, March 30, from noon-2 p.m. 
at the Alumni House. 
The Castros were born in San Antonio 31 
years ago. They both attended Stanford 
University and Harvard Law School. Their 
interest in public service developed from 
watching their parents serve on many political 
and civic campaigns. 
Joaquin Castro is one of the youngest mem-
bers elected to the Texas Legislature. He 
serves on the Border and International Affairs, 
Juvenile Justice and Family Issues committees. 
Julian Castro was the youngest person elected 
to the San Antonio Council at 26. Last year, he 
was an unsuccessful candidate for mayor. 
Other events for Cesar Chavez Week include: 
• PBS documentary "The Fight on the Fields" 
will be shown March 27, 6-8 p.m. in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. 
• Panel discussion on immigration issues, 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued on page 2 
led by Latin American Studies Coordinator Russell Rhoads, will be held 
March 28, 2:30-3:30 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
• Candle vigil and ofrenda is scheduled for March 29, 5:30-7 p.m. in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. 
• March in honor of Cesar Chavez will be held March 31, 11 :45 a.m., 
beginning at Zumberge Library and ending at the Kirkhof Center. 
Cesar Chavez Week sponsors are the Office of Multicultural Affairs, 
Women's Center, Modern Languages and Literatures, Latin American 
Studies, Career Services and the Latino Student Union. For more informa-
tion, call the Office of Multicultural Affairs at x12177. 
Reading marathon will help restock 
middle school library 
It's all about books. Grand Valley is partnering with Burton Middle 
School in Grand Rapids to raise $25,000 to help restock the school library. 
A 24-hour reading marathon will be held to raise money toward that goal. 
Organizers for the project are looking for readers and donors. 
Grand Valley students, faculty and staff, along with members of the com-
munity, will read from the Chronicles of Narnia in 15-minute intervals. 
The nearly 100 participants will get sponsors to support them. 
Nancy Patterson, chair of the Reading Language Arts Program at Grand 
Valley and organizer of the event, said there are less than 100 paperback 
books in the Burton Middle School library. Though the library collec-
tion has roughly 7,500 books, most are outdated. She said the size of the 
library is less than half of what it should be. 
"Students use Burton's library all the time," said Patterson. "They are 
hungry for books, but there simply aren 't enough books to feed that hun-
ger. We cannot expect students' literacy rates to improve if we cannot sup-
ply them with books to read." 
The 24-hour reading marathon begins at noon on Thursday, March 23, and 
ends at noon on Friday, March 24, at the De Vos Center. 
WGVU Radio named Station of the Year 
WGVU-FM 88.5 and 95.3 and WGVU-AM 1480 & 850 have been named 
Station of the Year in Group 1 of Michigan Public Radio Stations by the 
Michigan Association of Broadcasters. 
"I'm extremely delighted that we have been recognized by our peers," 
said Michael T. Walenta, WGVU general manager. "It is such an incred-
ible team effort. It's always about the stories and the content, but to be 
recognized as a team is a wonderful achievement." 
The station received the honor at the annual MAB awards ceremony on 
March 14 in Lansing. The radio documentary "Positive Influences" was 
also named Best in Community Involvement and earned a Merit in the 
News Special or Public Affairs category. 
Last lecture 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Diane Moadush-Pitzer, visiting professor of liberal studies, gives a lecture 
March 15 during the Last Lecture Series sponsored by Student Senate. 
Also participating were Michael Ott, assistant professor of sociology, 
and Steeve Buckridge, associate professor of history. 
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FORUM 
Volume 30, Number 32 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum@ 
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax : 6 I 6-
331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYII 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagaz.ine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
GVFaces 
Don Williams 
Professor of sociology 
Don Williams ' long-time dedication to his students 
helped earn him this year's Student Award for 
Faculty Excellence, pre-
sented at the President's 
Ball. 
"I was overwhelmed," 
he said of the honor. 
Since 1969, Williams 
has taught sociology 
classes; he was also an 
influential figure in the 
development of new stu-
dent orientation. 
In addition to teach-
ing classes, Williams 
Don Williams 
is researching racial segregation in Grand Rapids 
cemeteries. "To set aside land for burial grounds is 
a relatively new development in Western culture, 
and, for some reason, social sciences hasn't exam-
ined it," he said. "But racism exists in death as it 
does in life." 
Williams also spends one hour a week mentoring a 
Grand Rapids elementary student. They read, study 
or play games together. 
"If there's one component of academic life that I'm 
devoted to, it's community service learning," he 
said. "I encourage my students to volunteer, and I 
ought to be doing the same thing." 
Throughout his years at Grand Valley, Williams has 
stressed self-reflection and exploration as much as 
technical knowledge, encouraging students. to take 
advantage of study-abroad opportunities as well as 
volunteer work close to home. "If you get to know 
yourself well enough, you can cross boundaries 
without putting aside who you really are," he said. 
When he 's not working, Williams teaches storytell-
ing classes, walks several miles each day, and "buys 
way too many books." 
Faculty and staff members who are interested in 
volunteering as a mentor in the Grand Rapids 
Public Schools should contact the College of 
Education at xl6650. 
What·s Ahead 
Programs will detail 
summer care for kids 
Two presentations, sponsored by Work Life 
Connections, will showcase various local camps 
and summer daycare programs for school-age 
children. 
The programs are scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 21, in the KirkhofCenter, rooms 215/216; 
and Wednesday, March 29, in the DeVos 
Center, room 303C. Both programs run from 
noon-1 p.m. Register for either event online at 
www.gvsu.edu/worklife, click on "Upcoming 
Events." Beverages and cookies will be pro-
vided. 
Annual technology fair 
scheduled 
The fifth annual Teaching and Learning with 
Technology Fair is scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 22, from 1-4 p.m. in Mackinac Hall, room 
2046 (Language Resource Center). 
The presentation of the Pew Teaching with 
Technology Award will kick off the fair, which 
is sponsored by Educational Technology and the 
Pew Faculty Teaching & Learning Center. 
Libraries dean to share 
1 Her Story1 
Lee Van Orsdel, dean of University Libraries, 
will discuss her career path and leadership roles 
during a "Her Story" presentation scheduled for 
Thursday, March 23, beginning at noon in the 
Kirkhof Center, room 204. 
The Her Story series is sponsored by the 
Women's Center and Women's Commission and 
offers the campus community an opportunity to 
hear from women in leadership roles. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their lunches. 
Renegade violinist, 
composer to perform 
at Grand Valley 
Todd Reynolds ' expertise is sought out by 
composers from Tan Dun to Steve Reich, and 
performers from Joe Jackson to Yo-Yo Ma. The 
renegade violinist and composer from New York 
City's "Ethel" and "Bang On A Can" will per-
form at Grand Valley on Thursday, March 23. 
Reynolds, who has appeared on stage and in 
clubs around the world to critical acclaim, will 
perform in the Free Play Series 3. The new 
experimental concert series, arranged by Bill 
Ryan, a composi-
tion professor 
and advocate of 
contemporary 
music, features 
innovative per-
formers and com-
posers. 
The performance 
will include his 
own "Nuove 
Uova," new 
works for violin 
and electricity, 
along with pieces 
by Michael 
Todd Reynolds will bring his 
innovative music to campus 
on Thursday. 
Gordon, Ingram Marshall and others, wedded 
with film by Bill Morrison and his own elec-
tronic performance design. The concert begins at 
8 p.m. in the Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, 
Performing Arts Center. 
For more information about this concert or the 
series contact Ryan at x13087 or the Music 
Department at x13484. 
Allies and Advocates hold 
winter training session 
Allies and Advocates, a support network of 
faculty and staff members who are visibly sup-
portive of students who identify as gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgender, plans to hold a winter 
training session for new members. 
The session is scheduled for Friday, March 24, 
from 12:45-4 p.m. in the Laker Village North 
Community Center. To register, send an e-mail to 
M.J. Thiel at thielm@gvsu.edu. 
Italian comedy on stage for 
seven performances 
The Main Stage Series at Grand Valley presents 
seven performances of the classic Italian farce 
"The Servant of Two Masters." 
An ambitious, and a bit foo lish, servant tries in 
vain to serve two troubled masters, one a dis-
guised woman intent on finding her missing love 
who, as it turns out, is the other master. Another 
set of young lovers ' plans for marriage also hang 
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in the balance. This Carlo Goldoni production is 
directed by Ian Borden and features characters, 
themes, comic wit and slapstick style of the 
Commedia Dell ' Arte tradition. 
Performances in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, 
Performing Arts Center, are scheduled for March 
24, 25, 30, 31, April 1 at 7:30 p.m. and March 26 
and April 2 performances at 2 p.m. 
General admission tickets are $12; alumni, 
faculty, staff and seniors: $10; students: $6. 
Tickets may be purchased at the LAT Box Office 
Mondays through Fridays, from 12-5 p.m. and 
one hour prior to performance. For more infor-
mation call the LAT Box Office at x12300. 
Lecture to focus on Chinese 
capitalism, communism 
Bruce Dickson, professor of political sci-
ence and international affairs at George 
Washington University in Washington, D.C. 
will give a lecture on "Turning Wealth into 
Power: The Political Impact of China's Private 
Entrepreneurs" on campus. 
Viewing the evolving relationship between the 
Chinese Communist Party and private entrepre-
neurs, Dickson will examine the implications 
of recruiting entrepreneurs into the Chinese 
Communist Party - a phenomenon that has 
given rise to the label of "red capitalists." 
Although many foreign observers expect eco-
nomic change to lead inevitably to political 
change in China, Dickson's research reveals that 
China's entrepreneurs are willing partners with 
the government; not an autonomous force in 
opposition to the state. 
The lecture is scheduled for Tuesday, March 28, 
from 7-8 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium of 
the De Vos Center. 
Dickson's research and teaching focus on politi-
cal dynamics in China and Taiwan, especiaJly the 
role of political parties in the process of politi-
cal change. In addition to courses on China, he 
also teaches on democratization and compara-
tive politics. He served as the director of Sigur 
Center for Asian Studies at George Washington 
University. 
The lecture is sponsored by the East Asian 
Studies Program, Van Andel Global Trade Center 
and World Affairs Council of West Michigan. 
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Green house will be biggest service project undertaken by School of Engineering 
continued from page 1 
provide hot water, and photovoltaic cell s will 
generate 2 kilowatts of electricity. Any excess 
electricity generated will be sold back into the 
grid. 
"We wi ll be able to learn a lot from the house 
once it is occupied. The solar panels will be 
remotely monitored, sensors embedded in the 
walls will provide temperature data, and the 
family has agreed to provide copies of their gas, 
electric, and water bills. This data will be shared 
with other engineering schools, with schools in 
the K-12 system, and with professionals in the 
building industry," Fleischmann said. 
This community-built house is the biggest com-
munity service project undertaken by the School 
of Engineering - but it's not the first with ben-
efits to the West Side neighborhood. 
"This is exactly the way that a university like 
Grand Valley should be active as an urban 
neighbor - by applying the expertise at the 
university and combining it with practical skill s 
and information from the building industry to 
provide an exceptionally energy efficient house 
that demonstrates environmental responsibil-
ity while improving the quality of life for our 
neighbors," Fleischmann said. 
For more information, contact Fleischmann at 
x16761. The project is still seeking volunteers 
and financial supporters. For more informa-
tion on contributing, contact the Rev. Richard 
TerMaat at Westown Jubilee Housing, (616) 
458-4841 . 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Mon., March 20 
2 p.m. : Middle East Studies Event. An Insider's 
Perspective: Iraq 's Future and the Role of 
the U.S. , by Mary Trotochaud. 201 KC. Call 
x18110 for more information. 
7:30-8:30 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. 
Fireside Chat About Mental Health. Two 
locations: 161 KC and Niemeyer Living 
Center. Call x13266 for more information. 
Tues., March 21 
Noon-1 p.m.: Work Life Connections Brown 
Bag Lunch. Summer Care Options for School 
Age Children. 215/216 KC. Call xl2215 to 
register. 
2-3 p.m.: Student Composers Concert. Sherman 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
2-4 p.m.: African/African American Perspectives 
Event. Documentary: "Invisible Children." 
215/216 KC. Call x18110 for information. 
7:30 p.m.: First Barry Castro Business Ethics 
Lecture, by Kurt Eichenwald. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x 17100 for more 
information. 
Wed., March 22 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. : American Red Cross Blood 
Drive. Pere Marquette Room, KC. Call 
x 12360 for more information. 
Noon: Annual Awards Ceremony for 
Outstanding Women. 204 KC. Call x12748 
for more information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call x12204 
for more information. 
12:15-12:45 p.m.: Gallery talk with Paris 
Tennenhouse. Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for 
more information. 
3:30-5 p.m.: Book Signing and Reception 
with President Emeritus Arend Lubbers. 
Thornapple Room, KC. Call x12100. 
4:30-6 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture 
Series. Quad Rugby Player Mark Zupan. 
CDC. Call xl2177 for more information. 
5-6 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. Fun 101. 
204 STU. Call x13266 for more information. 
Thurs., March 23 
1-7 p.m.: American Red Cross Blood Drive. 
215/216 KC. 
Noon: Women's Center Her Story Series, by Lee 
VanOrsdel. 204 KC. Call xl2748 for more 
information. 
5:30 p.m.: Classic Pairings: A Wine Tasting 
Event. Meadows Club House. Call xl3016 
for ticket information. 
8 p.m.: Free Play Series Three, with violin-
ist/composer Todd Reynolds. Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Fri., March 24 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E 
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information. 
12:45-4 p.m.: Allies and Advocates Training. 
Laker Village North Community Center. Call 
x13266 for more information. 
5:30-7 p.m.: Humanics Annual Spring Benefit. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x12345 
for more information. 
7:30 p.m. : GVSU Theater, "The Servant of Two 
VENTS 
Masters." LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for ticket 
information. 
Sat., March 25 
8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.: Michigan Science Olympiad 
Regional Tournament. Headquarters at 192 
FH. Call x12267 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Theater, "The Servant of Two 
Masters." 
Sun., March 26 
2 p.m.: GVSU Theater, "The Servant of Two 
Masters." 
Sports 
Wed., March 22 
3 p.m.: Softball hosts Olivet College. 
Fri., March 24 
7 p.m.: Women's tennis hosts Lake Superior 
State University. 
Sat., March 25 
Noon: Men 's tennis hosts Lake Superior State 
University. 
Sun., March 26 
9 a.m.: Men 's tennis hosts Michigan Tech. 
Noon: Women 's tennis hosts Wayne State 
University. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Kevin den Dulk, assistant professor of political 
science, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids 
Press about the constitutional knowledge of U.S. 
citizens. 
President Mark A. Murray, Provost Gayle 
Davis and Vice President for University 
Relations Matt McLogan supported sabbaticals 
in interviews by WOOD-TV 8, Grand Rapids 
Press and Detroit News. 
Sketches 
Regional Math and Science Center staff members 
Karen Meyers and Mary Ann Sheline gave 
a presentation, "Developing Building Science 
Leaders," at the Michigan Science Teachers 
Association Annual Conference. 
William Crawley, assistant professor of crimi-
nal justice, co-wrote an article , "Strategies in 
Developing the Student Self: The Production and 
Maintenance of Collective Identities in a Midwest 
School Setting," published in the Journal of 
Knowledge and Best Practices in Juvenile Justice 
and Psychology. 
Annis Water Resources Institute faculty members 
Carl Ruetz and Don Uzarski gave presentations, 
"Distribution of Round Gobies in Lake Michigan 
Drowned River Mouth Lakes and Wetlands" and 
"Round Goby Predation on Zebra Mussels," at 
the Michigan Chapter of the American Fisheries 
Society. 
Phyllis Gendler, dean of the Kirkhof College of 
Nursing, was recognized as a Business Mentor 
Honoree at the 10th anniversary celebration of 
"Business Leaders Under 40 and Business Mentor 
Honorees," sponsored by the Western Michigan 
Business Review. 
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, co-wrote an article, "Gear 
Bias in Fyke Netting: Evaluating Soak Time, Fish 
Density, and Predators," published in the North 
American Journal of Fisheries Management. 
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